
Greenacres Building Committee Meeting Tuesday, October 10, 2017 
 
Summary 
 
The sixth meeting of the Greenacres Building Committee was held on Tuesday, October 10 at 
3:15 pm in the Greenacres library. The meeting was attended by 20 committee members, 
comprised of parents, community members, staff, Board members, and administrators, plus 
representatives from BBS and Park East, with Stuart Mattey, Assistant Superintendent for 
Business and Facilities, presiding. 
 
Mr. Mattey began by reviewing follow-ups from the previous meeting: 

● Principal Sharon Hill convened a staff meeting on Friday October 6 to discuss faculty 
views on modular classroom use. Ms. Hill reported that the faculty had some reservations 
concerning use of modular classrooms, but stated they would follow the consensus of the 
Committee and will endeavor to implement whatever is decided. Their reservations 
concerning modular use were: 

o If modulars were used for regular classrooms, significant instructional time would 
be lost in transporting students to special services inside the building, and in 
moving classes into the building for Spanish, art, music, and gym;  

o If the entire 4th and 5th grade set of classrooms along the Huntington Avenue side 
of the building was moved to the modular, that would include one 3rd grade class, 
isolating it from the rest of the grade; 

o The modular classrooms would not be ready for teachers’ classroom setup until 
just before the school year begins;  

o Using modular classrooms to avoid construction noise is unnecessary, as there 
would be significant sound barriers between construction and classrooms in the 
building; also, modular classrooms would have thinner walls than the building, 
and may even be closer to the construction;  

o Security concerns during lockdowns; 
o Access to school nurse in an emergency. 

 
The Committee then engaged in a detailed discussion of the pros and cons of modular 
classrooms and other alternatives (one, sending some students to other schools, was not pursued 
as an option as it could be a significant burden on others schools, and extremely difficult to 
administer fairly and also to provide transportation). The costs of modular units were also 
examined. The bond would cover modular setup and removal, but the annual school budget 
would have to cover rental (about $3,000 per classroom per month), as bond funding may not be 
used for leases.  
 
The Committee examined the possibility of flexible use of modular units, including retrofitted 
temporary or retractable walls, not for regular classroom use but as a contingency space in the 
event of construction delays.  
 
The Committee reached a consensus that it would recommend six modular classrooms, not for 
regular classroom assignment, but for flexibility and/or contingency if certain rooms temporarily 



were not available during the construction work at Greenacres, and as additional space due to the 
loss of the instrumental music room during construction. These spaces would also be available 
for any needs as defined by the school leadership and faculty. 
 
The Committee paused in its deliberations to hear two other follow-up items: 

● Mold Testing: John Trenholm, Director of Facilities, reported that air testing for mold 
would be conducted this week (10/10) at Greenacres in the basement ancillary spaces, 
and that testing of the entire school would take place during the Veterans Day weekend. 

● Asbestos and Lead Paint Testing: Testing at Greenacres has been completed and the 
reports are being compiled. When complete, they will be posted on the District website. 
Mr. Trenholm reported that the lead paint testing took place throughout the school, and 
509 sample areas were examined. Of those, just 15 areas came up with lead readings that 
were above thresholds, detected from among the many layers of paint located  primarily 
in trim work and radiator covers.  Mr. Trenholm reported that the asbestos testing of all 
areas was negative throughout the school. 

 
The Committee then took up the subject of staging area and modular placement on the field 
opposite the school, and reviewed several possibilities sketched out by BBS. Considerations 
included visual obstruction, access to fields, impingement on the blacktop area, and impingement 
on soccer fields. The Committee asked that at the next meeting BBS present a hybrid sketch 
from among the possibilities, comprised of the staging area directly across from construction for 
maximum efficiency, and the modulars placed near Putnam. The Committee also agreed that a 
“field trip” across the street at the next meeting, with cones marking out possible site locations 
on the field, would be helpful. 
 
The Committee agreed to recommend that the bond include additional parking along Huntington 
Avenue, either parallel or angled, as feasible. 
 
The Committee agreed to recommend that the bond include renovation of nine small classroom 
bathrooms and two large bathrooms along the hallways.  
  
The Committee discussed having the bond include temporary window unit air conditioning in the 
4th and 5th grade classrooms during construction, and more permanent air conditioning in larger 
rooms near the construction (library and multipurpose room) where window units would be 
inefficient. The Committee asked for more cost information on those possibilities, mindful that 
the District Facilities Committee is in the process of considering recommendations concerning 
Districtwide air conditioning. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 5:10 pm. 


